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Chamber musicians at each other, from "The Short-tempered Clavichord" by illustrator Robert Bonotto. 
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	What are the Chamberiades Soirees?


The word Chamberiades (plural of Chamberiade) is derived from the word Schubertiades – a word used to describe the well-known social gatherings whose primary purpose was the performance of the music of Schubert. During the Schubertiades both vocal and instrumental music took place for pleasure. I would like to stress the fact that, in the beginning, chamber music was performed for pure pleasure. Why should this be any different today? Chamber music has been described as "the music of friends,"
 because of its intimate nature. For a couple of centuries, it was played primarily by amateur musicians in their homes, and even today, when most chamber music performance has migrated from the home to the concert hall, there are still many musicians, amateur and professional, who continue to play chamber music for their own pleasure. Playing together requires special skills, both musical and social, which are different from the skills required for playing solo. 

It is my hope that collaborations with other musicians will become a very important part of your active musical lives and that you will study and enjoy chamber music without ever forgetting the simple fact that you ought to derive pleasure from playing with others just as, I hope, you do when you play solo music. In the mind of a composer, music was never “sandwiched” into categories; the majority of composers cultivated all types of music (orchestral, ensemble, vocal, solo, etc.) not just a specific piece for your instrument. Solo music is just one aspect of your musicianship. I hope you will consider attending Chamberiades for the pleasure of making music together.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to take part in this class.

Enrico Elisi







E-mail: elisi@psu.edu / Phone: (814) 863-4405
	Who must attend Chamberiades Soirees?


Pianists along with the groups or singers they work with, especially if enrolled in the following course numbers must attend Chamberiades Soirees:

· Music 193 Sonata Duos.

· Music 194 Studio Recital Accompanying .

· Music 489 Studio Recital Accompanying.

· Music 493 Sonata Duos.

· Music 523 Sonata Duos.

· Music 565 Accompaniment.

· Music 420 Vocal Accompanying Techniques (in this specific case, Chamberiades is in addition to your two-credit class if you are already taking it).

· Any pianist working with singers and/or instrumentalists, generally.
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� Christina Bashford, "The string quartet and society" in Stowell (2003), p 4. The expression "music of friends" was first used by Richard Walthew in a lecture published in South Place Institute, London, in 1909.





